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Steam was a new and exciting 

development in the 1830’s with the 

Surprise, the first steamer built in 

NSW, launched in March 1831.   

From 1856 to 1950 the Illawarra 

Steamship Company formed 

merging the three companies 

servicing the NSW South Coast.  It 

became known as the “Pig and 

Whistle” line as the ships were said 

to have waited an hour for a pig but 

not a minute for a passenger! Their 

over-use of their steam whistles 

was notorious. 

More than twenty steamships 

formed the fleet, including the 693 

ton Eden, which was purpose-built 

in Glasgow.  She arrived in 1900 

and was the first vessel to be fitted 

with two and four berth cabins.  In 

1909 she struck rocks at Cape St 

George on the way to Sydney from 

Eden while in thick fog.  She was 

soon back in use and in 1921 

carried cargo and passengers to 

relieve Tasmania which was cut off 

during a seaman’s strike. The Eden 

was scuttled in 1933 at Tathra. 

All aboard the “Pig and Whistle” Steamer! 

 

I’d rather be a Pig than a Passenger -  

Henry Lawson published a story 

in a 1910 edition of The Bulletin 

entitled “Bermagui – In a Strange 

Sunset” describing a steamship 

journey from Bermagui to Sydney. 

He may have had to wait while 

wheat, maize, spuds, honey, 

onions, butter, cheese, pigs, fowls 

and cattle were loaded at ports 

along the way, with a gun fired to 

signal the arrival of the ship or 

perhaps endless blasts from the 

ship’s whistle, a signature of the 

steamship line, disturbing his 

slumber. 

Accommodation in open berths 

along the sides of the ship was 

very basic with curtains fitted for 

shelter and privacy. 

He would have found it unpleasant 
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The largest vessel on the run, 

the Bega, sailed around the 

Cape from England fully 

laden with passengers.  In 

1908 she loaded cheese and 

butter from the Bega 

Creamery and pigs, heifers 

and cattle for the Royal 

Easter Show then left Tathra 

wharf.  Listing to port after 

travelling some distance she 

finally lowered the life boats 

and managed to get the 54 

passengers to Cuttagee Beach 

before sinking.   The 

steamship line recorded an 

endless list of wrecks and 
mishaps with ships coming to 

grief on rocky shoals or in 

gales often due to poor 

navigation at night or 

compass error – a problem in 

early iron vessels. Fog was 

also a problem with the 

Illawarra almost run down in 

spite of constant sounding of 

her siren and bell through the 

night.  Many ships were often 

reported for not showing 

proper lights. 

In 1886 the Rose of Eden was 

built at Milwall London to be 

used on the Bega River.  Her 

major components were -  

length of 33ft, beam 8ft and 8.5 

tons. Her major parts are still 

thought to be in existence.  

The company's eventual demise 

came as a result of a number of 

factors, including increased 

competition from road and rail, 

the cost of replacing ships after 

World War 11, waterfront 

disputes and rising costs. As a 

consequence, after almost 100 

years in operation, the 

company was placed into 

voluntary receivership and was 

delisted from the stock 

exchange in 1955. 

 

 

 

when sitting down to a meal 

while nearby passengers 

were violently ill in a berth 

or worse still when the stink 

of the pigsty filled the air. 

One steward, worried about 

the cleanliness of the linen, 

requested that a stockman 

coming from the pig pens 

remove his boots when he 

was discovered in bed fully 

clothed.  The fellow in the 

next bunk insisted he put his 

boots back on immediately! 

Lights and lanterns placed 

on the end of jetties were 
used to guide ships in at 

night.  The Cobargo only 

just missed smashing into 

the Tathra wharf when a 

bright spark pinched the lantern to 

light his way to the toilet leaving 

the lantern on the roof of the loo! 

To quote from Mr Lawson’s story 

-“Hatches left off, with chain 

round, to give air to stock. 

Roaring of young bulls, blurring 

of calves, grunting and squealing 

of pigs in cattle hold – and ditto 

in saloon smoking-room, for 

they’re drinking a bit. If we only 

had a donkey, and a sheep or two, 

and a goat, we’d be complete 

for’ard. Sailor says there’s queer 

cattle in the saloon sometimes.” 

More informative reading in – The 

Pig and Whistle Run Men and Ships 

of the NSW South Coast by Mike 
Richards – EKWM Library 
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The Bega at Eden 1903 

SS Eden 1926 painted by 

Terry Cullen 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune into the Waterfront 

Report on Sea FM each 

Tuesday morning, and listen 

to Jenny Drenkhahn.  Jenny 

confidently answered the call 

for radio presenters when the 

local station opened.  Her 

radio program often features 

visiting ship’s captains and 

stories relating to Eden’s rich 

seafaring history. 

She provides a salty music 

mix with a strong seafaring 

flavour interspersed with local 

information.  

 Broadcasting and in particular 

volunteering is in Jenny’s 

genes.  Her mother manned 

the radio of the “Royal 

Volunteer Coastal Patrol” 

from the back veranda of their 

home in Eden.   Following in 

her mother’s footsteps she 

joined her siblings as a 

volunteer.  She and brother 

Ian, are still involved in Eden 

Marine Rescue. 

Stepping into positions on the 

Jenny Drenkhahn – an award winning woman! 

 

Guest speaker for International 

Women’s Day on March the 8th, 

local solicitor Innes Chiumento, 

very kindly gave of her time 

entertaining 40 very interested 

ladies.  

Breakfast was again cooked by the 

ESSCI men and Friends helped 

out serving drinks and food. 

International Women’s Day and Seniors Week 

 

Shaun Wilson of  the 

University of Otago (NZ) 

visited Old Tom in March 

as part of his Australia-

wide travels examining 

skeletal material of orcas.  

His master’s degree is 

particularly focused on the 

individual characteristics 

of skulls and how these 

differ between males 
versus females, adults and 

juveniles and the 

differences between the 

various types of killer 

Shaun Wilson visits EKWM 

Shaun Wilson visit 
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committee of the Eden Killer 

Whale Museum was important 

to Jenny.  She has worked to 

build the profile of the museum 

and is often found near Old 

Tom guiding visitors through 

the enthralling story of the 

Killers of Eden.  She happily 

gives interviews on ABC radio 

about EKWM projects and 

exhibitions.  Jenny is also 

involved in the museum 

collection process and often 

chairs Friends meetings. “I’ve 

learned a lot by being involved 

at the museum, and always feel 

proud when the community 

gives generously to help with 

our projects and when tourists 

enjoy their visit so much. 

EKWM is a wonderful place to 

volunteer with.” said Jenny. 

 

She also helps steer the South 

East History Group of 

museums which now runs like 

a well-oiled machine.   

Jenny also creates beautiful 

cross stitch embroideries which 

she sells at Art on Imlay – a 

local art co-operative.  She is 

often found on duty at the 

gallery promoting local art and 

craft to visitors and Eden 

shoppers.  She attributes her 

sewing skills to local teacher 

Mrs Grieg who sadly passed 

away recently.  Mrs Grieg was 

always happy to help Jenny with 

hints and projects right through 

Jenny’s marriage when she 

sewed for her family. 

For many years Jenny worked as 

a nurse, completing her training 

at the Bega Hospital.  She was 

the district nurse at the local 

medical clinic for many years 

and still catches up each year 

with the nurses she trained with 

46 years ago.   

Jenny took off the Volunteers 

Award at the Eden Excellence in 

Business Awards this year – a 

testament to all her hard work 

and her ongoing love of her 

home town. 

 

 

$400 was raised which will be 

donated to the Eden Scouts for 

their hall mural project. 

Around 50 – 60 seniors attended 

our morning during Seniors 

Week, from April the 1st to 10th.  

It was catered for by the Eden 

Lady Lions. 

A special 1 hour screening of 

Coast of Australia with Neil 

Oliver featuring Eden and 

our Museum was shown in 

our theatrette. 

  

whales found around the 

world.  As well as 

Australia, Shaun has 

examined skeletal 

material held in private 

and public collections 

across New Zealand and 

throughout America, with 

Old Tom being the 94th 

skull to be examined.  

With such limited 

knowledge available on 

orca, particularly in 

Australia, we wish him 

success with his project 

and look forward to seeing what Old Tom’s 

‘noggin’ might reveal. It perhaps makes 

Shaun an orca craniometrist – he’s 

certainly not into the popular 19th century 

study, phrenology!   Check out the 

information about one of Old Tom’s teeth 

at the front of the case.  It explains how we 

approximated his age. 

 

Jenny above on far right wearing a back to 

Eden shirt and below with her volunteer 
award certificate. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When hunting some reference 

material in the EKWM library I 

discovered Rob van den Helm, 

one of our EKWM Friends, hard 

at work with a big smile on his 

face, sorting mountains of 

documents into piles for filing in 

our archives. 

Rob has taken on a huge project.   

He is cataloguing, sorting and 

filing 12 boxes of documents.  

This custodial collection was 

placed into our care by seven 

local organisations when they 
closed their doors and retired 

from actively providing service 

to our community. 

A wealth of historical data is 

contained in seven years of Apex 

documents which include letters 

from Eden Primary School P&C 

who applied to Apex for grants 

for computers and air 

conditioners.   The local rodeo, 

Christmas carnival, Boxing Club, 

Tennis Club, Smith Family, 

Salvation Army and Foster 

Parents Groups also applied for 

financial and physical support. 

Rob scales his mountain 

 

The Diversi Produce Mart 

provided a storehouse and shop 

front for the teamsters who carted 

goods from the tableland to the 

port of Eden. 

Owner Louis Diversi bought local 

maize, and imported hundreds of 

tons of chaff from Tasmania and 

New Zealand, storing it in the 

The LF Diversi Produce Mart 
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Rob has also discovered 

letterheads of other 

community groups and old 

logos that are no longer in 

existence. 

The gigantic jigsaw puzzle 

of documents often starts to 

cross reference as each group 

dealt with needs of the 
community.  It is further 

complicated as yearly new 

secretaries set up their own 

filing systems.   

Rob is endeavoring to 

standardise this where 

possible to help those who 

may need to search for 

historic details. 

So far he has worked solidly 

for 28 hours and managed to 

sort, catalogue and file two 

boxes and estimates he faces 

around six months of work 

to complete the task.  

EKWM thanks Rob for 

taking on this huge task. 

Rob is also studying for his 

Statement of Attainment in 

Guiding and Tourism, a 

TAFE course through Sapphire 

Coast Tourism.  Having one of 

our volunteers with this 

qualification will help us to train 

future guides.   

We are really struggling to find 

people willing to donate an hour 

of their time when we have bus 

groups book a tour.  These groups 

only require a simple explanation 

of the story of Old Tom and what 

our museum offers – just a 10 

minute talk.  Notes and training 

are provided for guides. In April 

we had 9 tour bookings and 

unfortunately were unable to find 

guides for the first two bookings. 

Just having a tour guide in the 

lighthouse would be of great help 

in our busy times and when the 

cruise ships arrive again in 

November.   

We thank our guides and Rob for 

providing a great experience for 

the tour groups who add greatly 

to our visitor numbers. 

If you are interested in joining 

our small but vibrant group of 

guides just phone Bob on 

64962094. 

Union Steamship Company shed.  

The store on this site (Blaxters) was 

replaced in 1977 by the existing 

building which now operates as a 

real estate agency and branch of the 

Bendigo Bank.  Stepping back in 

time we might hear the whips crack 

as the bullocks toiled up the hill 

laden high with produce. 

 Again our school holiday activities were popular with two tables of 

children hard at work colouring in an Eden picture, completing a 

mirror image of an octopus and filling in a word search and quiz. 

Children and families from all around NSW signed our paper table 

cloth, drawing around their hands and leaving names and home towns 

as a signature of their visit. 

Day by day we were progressively busier, and again we thank our 

volunteer Friends of EKWM for manning the tables and entertaining 

the children and adults.  The adults were often as involved as the 

children! 

Our curator Jody White again hit the nail on the head with fun artwork 

for the kids. 

The Dowling clan, pictured here, enjoyed a gathering of all the 

cousins when meeting at a property near Eden this year, topping it off 

with a visit to the museum.  Over 70 children enjoyed the program. 

 

School Holiday Fun 

Eileen Bowler is seen here chatting with 
Matt and Beth Evans from Goulburn. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The EKWM Community Project for 

2016/2017 will be raising funds for a 

mural to be painted on the West and 

North walls of the Eden Scout Hall 

situated on the Princes Highway. 

Nev Cowgill will prepare the walls 

for the painting and will draw up 

ideas for the mural. The theme will be 

scouts in the Australian landscape 

The March meeting of SEHGI 

was held at the Old Court 

House Pambula with Garry 

Moorhead , President of the 

Pambula History Society the 

guest speaker. 

Garry spoke about Captain 

Lloyd and his involvement at 

Pambula during the 1840’s. 

The meeting then went on to 

visit The Grange an150 year 

old homestead built by 

Captain Lloyd who was born 

in Ireland in 1791.  As a 12 

year old he joined the navy 

and at 14 fought in the battle 

of Trafalgar. 

In 1844 he secured 302 acres 

for his Grange Farm in lieu of 

Naval pay, then purchased a 

further 158 acres in 1856 

extending his property 

between the Pambula and 

Yowaka rivers. 

Stone for the two storey 

building was reportedly 

carried out as ships ballast 

from Devon, England and  

two local men plus two 

SEGHI visits The Grange 

Scout Hall Project 
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convicts built the home. 

The interior was very simple 

with just four rooms to each 

level separated by an eight 

foot wide hallway in the 

centre. 

The ceilings downstairs were  

nine feet high and fourteen 

feet upstairs.  The walls lined 

with lathe and plaster had 

elaborate cornices upstairs. 

Wide box gum flooring was 

held in place with hand-

made nails. 

Lower multi-paned windows 

were once protected by bars, 

while the upstairs featured 

two sets of French casement 

windows. A staircase 

featuring slender carved 

balustrade and upright 

mouldings connected the two 

levels. 

Originally the home had a 

shingle roof with dormer 

windows in the attic.  Below 

in the cellar iron rings were 

fitted to confine the convicts. 

A later owner JW Tweedie 

filled the cellars in and added the 

veranda in the early 1900’s. 

In 1848 Lloyd became a local 

magistrate and assisted with 

arrangements for immigrants 

arriving on the Bermondsey. He 

chaired a meeting in Eden to 

establish the Twofold Bay 

Benevolent Asylum in 1856 and 

was president of the governing 

body.  He donated land for 

construction of Pambula’s first 

Church of England and oversaw 

the construction of Christ Church. 

Following his death in 1868 his 

second son William inherited his 

Pambula holdings and the 

property remained in the Lloyd 

hands through to the early 1880’s. 

The property was later used as a 

post office and local butchery. In 

1914 Mr Lodge, an engineer, ran a 

well maintained workshop from 

The Grange. 

 

 

featuring boats, canoes, camping and 

campfires in an Eden setting. 

Barb Reed will consult with local 

artists to proceed with design 

submissions and the final design will 

be chosen by the scouts. 

The scouts suggested that their 

members and other youth groups could 

help to paint the mural.  

  

Coming Events: 

 

SEGHI meeting 

May 14th  

 

Murder Mystery in 

the Museum May 

13th  

 

MMA 

conservation 

workshop August 

3rd   

 

Eden Killer Whale Museum 

Schedule of Meetings: 

 

Exec Panel Meeting 1pm 2nd Wednesday Museum Library 

Curatorial Meeting 1pm 1st Monday  Museum Library 

Friends Meeting  9.30am 3rd Wednesday museum theatrette 

http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-8PIaxQYLxrM/T9BLe44CCaI/AAAAAAAAAfY/tBwNDWTcOnc/s1600/Midshipman+John+Lloyd+C1806+from+John+Lloyd+RN+of+the+Grange+by+HS+Bazley.jpg


 

 

 

 


